
MINUTESOFSPECIALMEETING
MAPLE-STEELEJOINTWATERRESOURCEDISTRICT

PAGEAUDITORIUM
PAGE, NORTHDAKOTA

JUNE25, 2014

TheMaple-SteeleJointWaterResourceDistrictmetonWednesday, June25, 2014, at
10:00a.m. atthePageAuditorium, Page, NorthDakota.  

PresentwereJurgenSuhr, Chairman; RodgerOlsonandGeraldMelvin, MapleRiver
WaterResourceDistrict; JoshIhry, TorBergstromandGregThykeson, SteeleCounty
WaterResourceDistrict; CarolHarbekeLewis, Secretary-Treasurer; BrittanyC. Moen,  
AdministrativeAssistant; SeanFredricks, AttorneyfortheBoard; MikeOpat, Engineer
fortheBoard; andthosewhosenamesappearontheattachedroster.   

ChairmanSuhrcalledthemeetingtoorderandintroductionsweremade.   

Minutes
ItwasmovedbyManager Bergstrom, secondedbyManagerMelvin andunanimously
carriedtoapprovetheminutesoftheFebruary14, April2, May6andJune11, 2014,  
meetings, aspresented.   

UpperMapleRiverDam – assessmenthearing
MikeOpatinformedthosepresentthevoteontheUpperMapleRiverDampassedand
explainedthatthepurposeofthemeetingwastoallowlandownerstheopportunity to
protestspecificassessments.  HegaveaPowerPointpresentationtoreviewthevoting
results, projectdetails, projectbenefits, costs, fundingandassessments.    

Mr. OpatsaidthatvotingfortheprojectclosedonMay2, 2014, and80.3% oftheballots
returnedvotedinfavoroftheproject.  Heexplainedthatinadditiontotheassessment
votes, landownersofpropertyrequiredfortheprojectarealloweda “protest” votebased
ontheassessedvalueofthepropertypercountytaxrolls.    

Mr. Opat explainedthattheCorpsofEngineers’ Section404PermitandtheNorth
DakotaDepartmentofHealthSection401Permithavebothbeengrantedforthe
project.  TheOfficeoftheStateEngineeriscurrentlyintheprocessofreviewingthe
permit application, whichwassubmittedinthefallof2013.  Mr. Opatrevieweda
potentialscheduleforbidding, awardingthecontractandbeginningconstruction and
saidprogresshasstartedonpreparingfinalplansandspecificationsandworkingon
right-of-wayacquisition.   



Mr. OpatpresentedamapoftheUpperMapleRiverDam, showingtheembankment,  
tieoffleveeandtheelevationsofthetopofthedamandspillways.  Heexplainedthat
theproposedprojectisconsideredadrydam, meaningtherearenogatesandtheflow
willbecontrolledbythepipethroughthedam.  Hethenshowedconceptualrenderings
ofthe65’ concretespillwayandthetie-offlevee.  TheUpperMapleRiverDamwill
provide9timesthestorageoftheexistingSussexDamupstream.    

Mr. Opatreviewedimpactstonearbyroads, resultsoftheMapleRiverWatershed
ComprehensiveDetentionPlanandpotentialdownstreambenefitsfromtheproject.  

Thetotalprojectcostisestimatedat $8million.  TheBoardanticipates60% cost-share
fromtheNorthDakotaStateWaterCommission, 65% cost-shareonlocalprojectcosts
fromtheRedRiverJointWaterResourceDistrictandtheCassCountyFloodSalesTax
Committeehasapprovedfunding50% oftheremaininglocalcosts.  Thereispotential
foradditionalcost-sharethroughtheNaturalResourcesConservationServiceandthe
DiversionAuthority.  

Mr. Opatexplainedthat directassessmentswere votedonand willbe paidbythe
landowners.  Indirectassessments toDrains #46and #56were votedonandwillbe
paidbytheMapleRiverWaterResourceDistrict.  

Themeetingwasthenopenedupforquestionsfromthepublic.    

BruceAndersonaskedwherethematerialwouldbetakenfromtobuildthedam.  Mr.  
Opatdemonstratedtheareasthatwouldbeminedforthematerialneededforthe
project.  

WilliamBrudvikaskedwhatentitywillberesponsibleforroadclosuresinhighwater
events.  ManagerOlsonexplainedthatanOperationandMaintenanceManualwillbe
developedfortheproject, whichwouldoutlinethattask.  HesaidtheCassCountyJoint
WaterResourceDistrictenteredintoanagreementwithHighlandTownshiptotakecare
ofroadclosuresfortheMapleRiverDam.  

GaryCarlson commentedthathebelievedtheassessmentswerehigherthanthe
benefitonDrain #56properties.  

MarkJohnsonsaidthereisnobenefitonlandheownsnexttotheriverintheSW1/4of
Section11inHillTownshipbecausethatlandisnotfarmed.  

SharonBuhrdistributedalettertotheBoardregardingassessmentsonherpropertyfor
theBoard’sconsideration.  Alettersubmittedbyanotherpropertyownerwasalso
reviewedbytheBoard.  

Additionalminutesrelatingtoassessmentdistrictareattachedhereto.  
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TheBoarddiscussedlandacquisitionandeasementsneededfortheproject.  Mr. Opat
willsendletterswithPurchaseAgreementstolandownersforpropertyrequiredforthe
project.  

Adjournment
TherebeingnofurtherbusinesstobeconsideredbytheBoard, themeetingadjourned
withoutobjection.  

APPROVED:  

JurgenSuhr
Chairman

ATTEST:  

CarolHarbekeLewis
Secretary-Treasurer
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